
You are logged in as online

INFORMATION
Construcion
ONLINE PLAN 
ROOM

NEWS

REBUILDING
SAN DIEGO

GOING GREEN

COLUMNS
+ Notebook

DATABASES
+ Construction 
BidBoard
+ Mechanic Liens
+ Notices of 
Completion
+ Notice Of 
Defaults
News
Defense
Education
Finance
Government
Health
Hospitality
Law
Real Estate
Technology
Commentary

RESOURCES
Attorney Directory
Awards & Programs
Business Search
Media Center
Newsmakers

NEWS | SAN DIEGO

Study: Construction workers more likely to be without health insurance
Thursday, March 19, 2009

Construction workers are more likely to be uninsured than workers in any other industry statewide, according 
to a study released by the Center on Policy Initiatives.

Even during the last construction boom in 2005, only 35 percent of construction workers in California had 
health care provided by their employers. Half of workers in all industries were covered under their employer’s 
health insurance policies during the same period.

While some construction workers relied on publicly funded programs such as Medi-Cal, 27 percent were 
completely uninsured throughout the year.

The industry accounts for 15 percent of the state’s long-term uninsured population, which is more than twice 
its share of the work force.

With the construction industry expected to be the primary beneficiary of the federal stimulus package, there 
is concern that the jobs created will only worsen the state of the nation’s health care system.

"Without changes in this picture," said study author Murtaza Baxamusa. "Many of the new jobs created by 
the stimulus will fall short of their potential to boost the economy because they leave working families 
without access to health care. And many of these jobs are low-paying, temporary, hazardous work."

The report analyzes data from a statewide survey and also includes the stories of individuals affected by the 
trend.

To obtain a full copy of the report, visit www.onlinecpi.org/article.php?list=type&type=348
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